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much experience with scrofula, he pictured the patients with the
features of lepers.

The story of Tobias also appears frequently in pictures. Once he
went to sleep near the wall under a swallows' nest and hot excre-
ments of the birds fell into his eyes. Thus God made him blind in
order to try him like Job. But the angel Raphael revealed to young
Tobias,' the son, that bile of a fish would restore his father's eye-
sight.

"Then Tobias took fish bile and applied it to his father's eyes.
He kept it for almost half an hour; then a white matter began to
come out from his eyes like the skin of an egg. When Tobias saw
it, he drew it from his father's eyes, who immediately recovered
his eyesight."5

An etching of Rembrandt represents the scene that preceded
the cure. The blind father hearing his son approach hurries to
welcome him, but being blind, he misses the door. Most pictures,
however, illustrate the treatment, young Tobias rubbing fish bile
into the old man's eyes, or removing the skin from his eyes, in very
much the same way as an oculist would remove a cataract.

And finally I would like to mention in this connection that in
illustrating Biblical scenes artists also pictured women in child-
birth and in childbed. The birth of Jesus being a miraculous one
was, of course, out of the question, but Anna giving birth to Mary
was a very popular subject. These paintings give us a very good
idea of what a delivery room looked like in various periods. They
show us the posture of the parturient, the midwives at work, the
bath being prepared for the child and an infinity of little details
that are usually rarely mentioned in books because they were
taken for granted.6

The desire to illustrate the Biblical and the clerical traditions
was for a very long time the chief motive for the representation
of sick people in art, but disease conditions were also pictured
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